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By Mr. Mann of Hanson, petition of Charles W. Mann relative to
the recording of certain legislative proceedings and the retention of
legislative documents. Rules of the two branches, acting concurrently.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Eighty-Five
An Act to facilitate the documentation of legislative intent.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House ofRepresentatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:
1 SECTION 1. Chapter 3of the General Laws is hereby amended
2 by inserting after section 29 the following sections: -
3 Section 29A. Sound recordings of legislative proceedings.
4 The respective clerk of each chamber shall record every open
5 meeting of the General Court and every open hearing of every
6 standing, special and interim committee or subcommittee of the
7 General Court. The sound recordings required under this section
8 shall comprise part of the legislative papers and documents of the
9 General Court as defined in section 2 of this act. The respective
10 clerk of each chamber shall turn over these recordings to the state
11 secretary at the end of each legislative session.
2 Section 29B. For the purpose of this act. “legislative papers and
3 documents” include but are not limited to:
4 (a) bills;
5 (b) resolutions;
6 (c) amendments to bills and resolutions
7 (d) fiscal notes;
8 (e) introducers’ bill memoranda;
9 (I) official messages from the governor;
1 SECTION 2.
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10 (g) transcripts, recordings, minutes and journal records of all
I I public sessions of the General Court;
12 (h) attendance records;
13 (i) vote records;
14 (j) final reports and formal opinions submitted to the legislature
15 by the Judicial Council, Legislative Research Bureau or Attorney
16 General;
17 k) final reports or recommendations and minority or dissenting
18 reports and opinions of members of committees, subcommittees or
19 commissions of the legislature.
1 SECTION 3. Chapter 9, section 19 of the General Laws (as
2 appearing in the Tercentenary edition) (as amended by section lof
3 chapter 929 of the acts of 1971) is hereby further amended by
4 striking out the first paragraph and inserting in place thereof the
5 following paragraph;
6 The state secretary shall facilitate the collection of legislative
7 papers and documents as defined in section 2of this act; and shall
8 classify and arrange all legislative papers and documents collected
9 under this section and those presented to the state secretary’s
10 office, in a manner he determines best suited to carry out the
1 1 efficient and economical utilization, maintenance, preservation
12 and disposition of the legislative papers and documents.The archi-
-13 vist of the Commonwealth shall assist him in the performance of
14 those duties.
15 The state secretary shall deliver to the archivist all legislative
16 papers and documents he classifies and arranges. The archivist
17 shall have official custody of the legislative papers and documents
18 delivered to him.
1 SECTION 4. Chapter 9ofthe General Laws is hereby amended
2 by inserting after section 19 the following section:
3 Section I9A. Retention, destruction, sale or other disposition
4 of legislative papers and documents.
5 The state secretary and the archivist shall establish and revise a
6 schedule that shall govern the retention, destruction, sale or other
7 disposition of legislative papers and documents defined in chapter
8 3, section 298 delivered to and in the custody ofthe archivist under
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9 chapter 9, sections 2 and 19 of the General Laws. The state secre-
-10 tary and the archivist may also destroy, sell or otherwise dispose of
11 legislative papers and documents that in their judgment have no
12 value to the state or the public and need not be preserved pursuant
13 to any statute requiring their creation or maintenance or affecting
14 their use. If the state secretary sells any legislative papers or docu-
-15 ments, thenthe proceeds shall go to the Commonwealth. The state
16 secretary and the archivist shall take steps to ensure that the public
17 has access to all legislative papers and documents covered by this
18 act.
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